
OCS High-Yield Instructional Strategies

Nine Categories of Instructional Strategies

Category Definition

Setting Objectives and 
Providing Feedback

Provide students with a direction for learning and with information about how 
well they are performing relative to a particular learning objective so they can 
improve their learning performance.

Reinforcing Effort and 
Providing Recognition

Enhance students’ understanding of the relationships between effort and 
achievement by addressing students’ attitudes and beliefs about learning. 
Provide students with abstract tokens of recognition or praise for their 
accomplishments related to the attainment of a goal.

Cooperative Learning Provide students with opportunities to interact with one another in ways that 
enhance learning.

Cues, Questions, and 
Advance Organizers

Enhance students’ ability to retrieve, use, and organize what they already 
know about a topic.

(McREL, 2012)
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Nonlinguistic 
Representations

Enhance students’ ability to represent and elaborate on knowledge using 
mental images.

Summarizing and Note 
Taking

Enhance students’ ability to synthesize information and organize it in a way 
that captures the main ideas and supporting details.

Assigning Homework and 
Providing Practice

Extend the learning opportunities for students to practice, review, and apply 
knowledge. Enhance students’ ability to reach the expected level of 
proficiency for a skill or process.

Identifying Similarities and 
Differences

Enhance students’ understanding of and ability to use knowledge  by engaging 
them in mental processes that involve identifying ways in which items are 
alike and different.

Generating and Testing 
Hypotheses

Enhance students’ understanding of and ability to use knowledge by engaging 
them in mental processes that involve making and testing hypotheses.

(McREL, 2012)


